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Defining Deviance

1) Rank each of the following behaviours using the following scale. Be prepared to defend your decisions.

0 – Not Deviant

1 – Somewhat Deviant

2 – Very Deviant

· Adultery

· Beloning to a motorcycle gang

· Prostitution

· Being atheist

· Using marijuana

· Driving without a license

· Wearing hats in school

· Shoplifting

· Murder

· Littering

· Smoking cigarettes

· Gambling

· Swearing

· Alcoholism

· Mugging someone

· Panhandling on the street

· Political protest

2) In your view what are the 3 most deviant behaviours?

3) How does our society attempt to deal with deviant behaviour? Explain.

Sentencing Objectives

There are four fundamental objectives behind the punishment of offenders against society.  The purpose of each is the protection of society and to reduce the rate of recidivism (return to prison because of re-offending).  

· Deterrence

· Retribution

· Rehabilitation (re-socialization)

· Segregation

Deterrence

Society imposes penalties on those who commit wrongful actions to deter others in the community from committing the same offences, and to deter the same offender from repeating the offence.  Penalties may increase due to amendments to the Criminal Code (ie. drinking and driving).

Retribution

Sentencing as retribution is based on the principle of “an eye for an eye”.  In other words, the offender should be repaid in kind.  Retribution as a punishment has existed for thousands of years, however, modern society has moved away from retribution as an objective.  

Rehabilitation (re-socialization)

The views of society have recently changed to make rehabilitation a more important purpose of sentencing.  Today the inmates of penal institutions are provided with psychiatric and medical help.  They may also receive job training to make prisoners employable when they are released.  They may also go to “halfway houses”, which allow prisoners to gradually adjust to living in society once again, while still under control of prison authorities.  

Segregation / Social Protection

Social protection refers to the objective of restricting offenders so that they can not commit further crimes.  If someone is in prison they can no longer be a threat to society.  However, a high rate of deviance / crime exists in prison, so imprisonment can not be said to necessarily end criminal behaviour.  

