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Socialization

· The life long process of acquiring certain behaviour patterns, skills, values and beliefs.

Factors which shape it:

1. Communication with others.

2. Emotional relationships with other.

3. The social groups one is in (Also known as AGENTS OF SOCIALIZATION)
Notes on AGENTS OF SOCIALIZATION

A.
Agents of socialization are the persons, groups, or institutions that teach us what we need to know in order to participate in society.
B.
The family is the most important agent of socialization in all societies.

1. Family is where we acquire our specific social position in society, where ethnic, class, economic, religious, subcultural and gender factors all impact the individual for the first time.

2. Sociologist Melvin Kohn‘s studies suggest ethnicity and class strongly influence what and how parents teach their children

a.
working-class parents who are closely supervised typically emphasize the importance of obedience and conformity to their children.

b.
middle and professional class parents who have greater flexibility and freedom at work tend to give their children more freedom to make their own decisions an be creative.

3. Conflict theorists stress that socialization reproduces the class structure in the next generation rather than challenging the conditions that presently exist.

a.
poor and low‑income families may unintentionally socialize children to believe that education goals and future ambitions are meaningless because of existing economic conditions in the family

b.
middle and upper income families typically instill ideas of monetary and social success in their children., as well as emphasizing thinking and behaving in socially acceptable ways. 



C.
Schools continue to play an increasingly important role in the socialization process since the amount of time a child will spend in educational settings has expanded with the amount of specialized technical, and scientific knowledge, modern living demands.

1. Schools teach specific knowledge and skills; they also have a profound effect on a child’s self‑image, beliefs, and values.

2. Daycare and preschool programs are especially beneficial for children from less-advantaged backgrounds since they may provide valuable learning experiences not available at home.

3. From a functionalist perspective, schools are responsible for: 

a.
socialization — teaching students to be productive members of society

b.
transmission of culture

c.
social control and personal development

d.
the selection, training, and placement of individuals on different rungs in the society. 

4. According to conflict theorists such Stephen Richer, success in school may be based on students’ ability to conform to a hidden curriculum—the process by which children learn to value competition, materialism, work over play, obedience to authority, and attentiveness—attributes that are important for later roles in the work force. 

D.
Peer group is a group of people who are linked by common interests, equal social position, and (usually) similar age.

1.
Peer groups function as agents of socialization by contributing to our sense of “belonging” and our feelings of self-worth.

2. Individuals must earn acceptance with their peers by meeting the group’s demands (peer pressure) for a high level of conformity to its own norms, attitudes, speech, and dress code.
E.
Mass media refers to large-scale organizations that use print or electronic means (radio, television, film, Internet) to communicate with large numbers of people – both children and adults. The media function as socializing agents in several ways: 

a.
they inform us about events;

b.
they introduce us to a wide variety of people; 

c.
they provide an array of viewpoints on current issues;

d.
they make us aware of products and services that, if we purchase them, supposedly will help us to be accepted by others; 

e.
they entertain us by providing the opportunity to live vicariously (through other people’s experiences).
1. According to media educator Arlene Moscovitch media encounters are an inescapable part of everyday family life:

a.
The average 16 year old will have spent more time in front of a television or computer than attending school. 

b.
Some scholars suggest, wisely used, television can enhance children’s language abilities; concept formation skills; reading skills; and encourage prosocial development.

b.
Other studies have shown a correlation between hours spent watching television and lower grades at school; reduced reading; less exercise; obesity (p.113).

2. While too new for systematic studies, public opinion surveys suggest that many people believe the Internet and the World Wide Web can negatively affect the socialization  process – pointing for example to the tragedy at Columbine in 1999. 

Children and Socialization
Why do some adolescents turn to alcoholism, vandalism, delinquency, drug use and criminal behaviour while others do not?  Could it be the way they are socialized?

Important factors:

1. The effects and types of discipline used on the child.

2. Child abuse (mistreatment of children)

3. Emotional atmosphere at home.

4. Whether parents practice the values they teach.

Personality -   the way in which an individual regularly behaves and thinks.

Personality Characterisitcs:

1. Emotional

2. Physical

3. Mental

4. Spiritual

A Healthy Personality  (according to Carl Rogers)

1. Like oneself

2. Make decisions on what they feel is right for them.

3. Listen to others and try to accept them.

4. Trust their own experiences.

5. Willing to accept good and bad of their personality.

6. More concerned with self-evaluation than others’ judgment. 
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