Canadian Social Trends Webquest

Outcome: 4.1
analyze demographic trends of youth transitioning to adulthood and




predict the implications for Canadian families and society.

A study done on the transitions of young adults resulted in the following the article: http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/11-008-x/2007004/10311-eng.htm (Delayed transitions of young adults). This article focuses on a comparative cohort analysis looking at four cohorts of young people aged 18 to 34 in private households from the 1971, 1981, 1991 and 2001 Censuses of Population. Five markers of the transition to of adulthood are examined: leaving school, leaving home, working full-year full-time, finding a conjugal partner and having children.

These markers of adulthood are snapshots taken on the Census reference dates and do not represent completed or irreversible social changes: they simply record the state of transition young adults were in on those dates. If these young adults were questioned on other dates, they may have reversed direction in their transition to adulthood. For example, young adults who leave home at one point in time may return to live with their parents at a later date; those who no longer attend school may subsequently return; those who hold a full-time job may lose it or leave it. Some young people may combine school and work; others may test the labour market and then return to school. Some may begin their families before leaving school and entering the labour market, while others may wait to marry and have children until after they have established a career.1 Nevertheless, these indicators reflect key entry points to adult status and are therefore still useful in understanding the transition to adulthood. 
Go to this link and write four key points from each of the following headings:
1.  Briefly: The young adult population
2.  What you should know about this study
3.  The pace of each transition is slower than in 1971
4.  Women make transitions earlier than men
5.  Staying in school delays most transitions
6.  Women still leave home at a younger age than men
7.  More women but fewer men make a transition to full-year full-time work
8.  Conjugal unions delayed
9.  Most young adults now postpone parenthood
10.Why are transitions delayed?
11. What surprises you about this article?

