K. Merrick
Sociology


Early Social Thinkers

1. Auguste Comte – positivism- a belief that the world can be understood through scientific inquiry (objective and bias free).
2. Harriet Martineau- studied class, race, and gender. She wanted racial and gender equality.
3. Herbert Spencer- believed that society has various independent parts (family, economy, govnmt) that work together to ensure stability and survival of all. Believed that societies developed through a process of “struggle” and “fitness”. Hence: “survival of the fittest” from Charles Darwin.
4. Emile Durkheim- thought that people are the product of their social environment.
All were interested in analyzing social order and stability.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Unlike the previous early thinkers discussed above the following men set up what is now considered to be modern sociology:
1. Karl Marx- believed that society is not stable as claimed by Durkheim, in fact is is in a continuous struggle because of conflicting ideas and forces (class confict).
2. Max Weber – concerned about changes brought about by the Industrial Revolution. He emphasized that sociology should be value free. 
3. Georg Simmel – viewed society as “a web of patterned interactions among people”.

Poster project on back. You will be given:

· 1 class period in the lab to gather and print your information. 
· ¾ of a class period to put information and images onto bristol board

· 3 minutes/group to present Poster to class.

Early Social Thinkers Poster Project

Materials needed by Thursday Feb 4:  Bristol board, notes on your group’s thinker (see questions 1-3 below)
Students will, with a partner, complete a poster detailing the life, philosophy and significance of one of the following early social thinkers:

Auguste Comte 
- 

Emile Durkheim-  

Harriet Martineau -

    Karl Marx-
Max Weber - 


Georg Simmel- 


Herbert Spencer -
The poster will consist of both text and picture, and should address the following three questions:

1) Who was this person?  When?  Where?  (ie. In what setting did the early social thinker emerge, who / what were his or her influences, etc.)

2) What was this person’s philosophy?  What were his / her particular views with regard to society?  How did these views compare with other social thinkers before him/her?  

3) Why is this person significant as an early social thinker?  What was his / her legacy with regard to early social thought?  

· Students should refer to Sociology in Our Times, p. 14-21, and may also rely on internet resources.  

Date Due: Thursday Feb 4, 2016
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	Required Elements 
	The poster includes all required elements as well as additional information.

4
	All required elements are included on the poster.
3
	All but 1 of the required elements are included on the poster.
2
	Several required elements were missing.
1
	No attempt
0
	/4

	Content - Accuracy 
	All questions are answered in a thorough and thoughtful manner 
8            7
	Most questions are answered in a thorough and thoughtful manner
6           5
	Some questions are answered in a thorough and thoughtful manner. Some answers missing.
4
	Few questions are answered in a thorough and thoughtful manner. Many answers missing.
3              2
	No attempt
	/8

	Attractiveness 
	The poster is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. 
3
	The poster is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness.
2.5
	The poster is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy.
2
	The poster is distractingly messy or very poorly designed. It is not attractive.
1
	No attempt
0
	/3
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