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Memory and Gender

· Conduct an investigation to see whether there are links between gender and the ability to remember. Devise a set of 20 flashcards, 10 of which should have single-word nouns, such as "ball" or "cloud," and 10 with numerals, such as 10 or 68. Compile a sample with equal numbers of girls and boys before sitting participants down individually and showing them the flashcards one-by-one. After you have shown a participant all the cards, engage him with a distraction task, such as a two-minute conversation with you. Then get him to write down as many of the words and numbers as he can recall. Mark the results pages clearly to show whether it was a male or female respondent before comparing the 


performance across genders.
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Gender and Memory
Outcome: 1.4    design and conduct a sociological research project, independently or collaboratively,
   
using methods appropriate to sociology

Make a group of two. In your group you will conduct an experiment to test whether or not there are links between two genders and the ability to remember things. You will need to test four males and four females (please don’t be offended. I do recognize that gender is non binary however some students choose not identify their gender, chosen or otherwise). 
Hypothesis: There are links between two genders and the ability to remember.
Materials: 
· 20 flash cards (10 of which should have single-word nouns, such as "ball" or

"cloud," and 10 with numerals, such as 10 or 68- Ms. Merrick will write them on the whiteboard)

· paper/pencil 

   Procedure: 
1. Compile a sample with equal numbers of girls and boys. 
2. Individually show him/her the flashcards one-by-one. 
3. After you have shown the participant all the cards, give participant a paper and pen.

4. Tell participant that he/she will be timed 2 minutes to write down as many of the words/numerals as he/she can remember. 
5. While your partner times the activity you engage the participant with a distraction task, such as a two-minute conversation (see dialogue). 
6. Collect the list of words/numerals from each participant and mark the results pages clearly to show whether it was a male or female respondent. 
Independent Variable: (what is manipulated or being changed) gender
Dependent Variable: (what is changing as a result of the independent variable) memory
 Results:   









	Total number of participants studied:  
	Number of words remembered

	Male  _______
	

	Female ______
	


Conclusions: (Are there links between these two genders and the ability to remember?) 2 pts
List one thing you learned from doing this experiment and describe how it applies to a real-life situation.  









        1 pt

*Discuss possible errors that could have occurred in the collection of the data (experimental errors).








        2 pts
Conversation/Dialogue to distract student while he/she is writing down their words/numerals.
1. What is your favourite tv show?

2. What are you doing on the weekend?

3. Did you come to school yesterday?

4. Have you rolled up the rim yet?

5. Are you graduating this year?

6. What’s your favourite colour?

7. Whose class are you in right now?

8. Do you play any sports?

9. What’s the weather like today?

10. How many siblings do you have?

11. Do you drive a car?

12. Have you heard about the missing binder?

13. What is your middle name?

14. Favourite subject?

15. What do you get in your coffee?

16. Xbox one or ps4? Or favourite game?

17. Do you have a dog?

18. Watching hockey at 1?

19. Going away march break?

20. Do you have a job?
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