Evaluate Parenting Readiness (Student handout)
Outcome 3.2 explore the decisions involved in becoming a parent and nurturing children.
Our target: 
By the end of this assignment you should have a better understanding of



the complexities of deciding whether or not to become a parent and 





nurture children.

Scenario:  
A close friend of yours is trying to decide about whether or not to become a 




parent. You aren't sure that your friend has considered how complicated 





parenting can be. You want to share your understanding with him/her by putting 




together a presentation on the subject.

Our driving question: What exactly should a person consider when deciding about parenthood?

Review the following links to gather your information: roles and responsibilities of parents, parenting expectations, parenting styles, and the handout on Parenting Considerations.

To do: (three tasks altogether - 2 in your group and the reflection on your own)
Your job is to work in groups of 2- 4 on: 



1) writing a script for a commercial or a short drama for your friend about decisions on parenting. 

2) Then use the script to create the commercial/short drama using 

HYPERLINK "http://www.powtoon.com/?edgetrackerid=10055433747332&gclid=Cj0KEQiAyIayBRDo4vjdqJrgxZ0BEiQAhOYCYN7D_5xYs7uqFuEdqIPsPAVqtT0tBgxARY5C2Yhl90kaAkmt8P8HAQ" \hPowtoons which will be 


     presented to the class. 



3) After watching the presentations write a reflection about what you have learned about decisions

    involved in becoming a parent and nurturing children. Include two examples.

The script/presentation must include:  
1) roles and responsibilities of parents







2) parenting expectations







3) the four parenting styles

It also includes questions one should ask them self about:







4) their own expectations







5) their own family history







6) their own values 







7) how their life would change
Rubric is on back
Here is our schedule for the next three classes:


Thursday November 12:


·         get into groups


·         decide on how your group will address the topics in your script 


·         begin writing your script


Friday November 13:


·         finish writing script


·         create a Powtoons account and follow the tutorial on how to use it.


Monday November 16:


·         create commercial or short drama on Powtoons.
Rubric:











/10pts
	
	Key Issues

	Presentation

(1 pt for every topic included)

     7 pts 
	Realistically addresses:

1) roles and responsibilities of parents

2) parenting expectations

3) the four parenting styles. 
It also includes questions one should ask them self about:

4) their own expectations

5) their own family history

6) their own values 

7) how their life would change

	Reflection

3 pts (thorough)

2 pts (good, includes 1      example)
1 (brief)

	Written reflection about decisions involved in becoming a parent and nurturing children reflects a very good understanding and include two examples.




Parenting Considerations Handout
Read the following information which contain questions that all people should consider when thinking about or if they are about to become new parents. Answering these questions can help a person consider the demands of parenting and identify the skills they'll need to be successful. Exploring these questions in depth may:
· Uncover surprising information about themselves.

· Give them a reality check on where they are in life.

· Weed out underlying assumptions that may not be useful.

· Help them make positive changes to prepare for parenting.

Your expectations
· Do you spend time with children? Do you enjoy it? Your answer doesn't predict how you'll feel about your own children, but it can reveal some of your assumptions and attitudes about life with children.

· Are you more comfortable with children of a certain age? If you're uncomfortable with a particular age group, you may have issues from your own childhood that need to be resolved.

· How do you feel about the responsibilities and commitments of parenthood?

· How do you handle stress? If you don't think you manage stress well, now is a great time to start learning new coping strategies.

· What are your hopes about being a parent? What if they're not met?

· What are your fears? What if they're met?

· How much like your own parents do you want to be? How different do you want to be? Think about what you can learn from your parents' triumphs and shortcomings.

· As a child, what messages did you get about what a parent is supposed to be?

Your family history
· What did you enjoy about childhood? What didn't you enjoy?

· What did you appreciate about your upbringing? What didn't go well? Think about what you'd like to carry on from your own childhood and what you'd like to change.

Your values
· What did you learn from your parents that you would you like to pass on? What wouldn't you like to pass on?

· What values do you want to instill in your children? We all come to parenthood with a set of expectations, often unspoken. This question can help clarify your hopes and dreams for your children.

· What are your thoughts about discipline? Compare notes with your partner. This is an area where partners often disagree and discussing these issues now can help you resolve future problems more easily.

Your life and how it could change
· Talk to people who have children as well as to those who decided not to (or couldn't) have children. How do you feel about what they tell you? Hearing friends and relatives talk about their own choices can raise new issues for you to consider and help you organize your thoughts.

· How is your support system? Do you have a partner, family members, or friends nearby who could help? You may not need a whole village to raise your child, but it helps to have a few people you can lean on.

· How do you spend your free time?

· How do you imagine your life will change?

