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   /13 pts


You will Become an Advocate

Outcome 3.4 Describe the role of an advocate in the human services system

Knowledge is power. There are so many issues that affect many people including you and those around you. Everybody has differences. Wouldn’t the world be boring if we were all alike? Some differences are physically visible while others aren’t. Some differences are due to choice (I dye my hair green because I choose to do so) while others are due to genetics (I have blue eyes and so does my mother or depression runs on my father’s side of the family). Some differences can also occur because of the way the brain is wired (I am not good at Art but I am great in Math or I have male body parts but I identify myself as female). Differences can also occur because of life’s circumstances (I live in poverty because my husband lost his job and I can’t work because I will be starting treatment for cancer next month).
You will get into groups of 2-3, choose a topic from the list below, and create a poster to educate other people about the subject/ topic. Your poster should include:

1) title (large font)

2) a definition or explanation of topic






3) possible causes (if applicable) to explain why this happens or is available
1 pt
4) statistics on the topic







2 pts
5) find and compare differences in this issue from the past and possible reasons 

for these differences (In 2000 the rate of unemployment has increased by 20%. There are several reasons for this increase such as the increase in unemployment due to companies downsizing, companies sending their jobs to workers in third world countries (outsourcing), and a bad stock market).



3 pts
6) what people should understand about this topic and why (ex. Homelessness- it can happen to anyone due to job losses, illness, divorce, fire in the home, etc. It doesn’t necessarily mean that someone chose not to work because of laziness and without money he/she can’t afford to live in an apartment).



2 pts
7) four interesting facts







1 pt
8) how others can help with this issue or benefit from issue awareness

1 pt
9) On your own write down, on looseleaf, how this assignment reflects your 
3 pts
efforts as an advocate .
Topics on back of page.

Topics

People who are transgender, queer, gay, bisexual
Homelessness

Immigrants 
Poverty in Canada

Abuse (child) 

Abuse (spousal)





Bullying (school, workplace)

Health care benefits (offered as a benefit from a workplace)

Pension benefits (offered as a benefit from a workplace)

Alcoholism 
Divorce
Unemployment
Or any topic of your choice (check with Ms. Merrick first)

