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Research on Theories on Crime and Deviance
Outcomes: 5.1 analyze ways in which societies exercise social control to achieve conformity

• Apply appropriate theories to the concept of conformity.  (# 3 and # 4)
• Assess the effectiveness of various methods of social control. (# 5)
• Investigate the evolution and effectiveness of the modern corrections system. (# 5)
       5.2 investigate deviance as a form of social behaviour

• Define the concept of deviance. (# 3)
• Compare how diverse cultures define, and respond to, deviance. (# 6)
• Apply appropriate theories to the concept of deviance. (#3 and # 4)
There are several theories on why people commit crimes and acts of deviance. You will get into groups of 2- 3 to research one of these theories and report the following in a presentation:

1) Name of theory and who founded it (ex. Differential Association Theory)
2) Explanation of theory
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3) Examples of a real life criminal who committed a crime (define what this crime means). 
Is this crime an act of conformity or an act of deviance? Explain
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4) Describe how their criminal activity can be explained by the theory your team is presenting. 
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For example:

Joe Rose of East LA was found guilty in 2014 for first degree murder (premeditated murder). He killed members from a rival gang in LA. Joe’s criminal behaviour fits in with the Differential Association Theory because he has been in the gang since he was 10 years old. He learned from other gang members how to commit murder. This was a crime of conformity – he was trying to fit it with his gang’s expectations.
5) Find some statistics on this crime and state what the likelihood is for this criminal to repeat this offence once released from jail (referred to as recidivism). 
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6) Look up and state what the punishment for this crime is if a person is found guilty of committing it in two different countries.
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For example:

England: Murder has carried a mandatory life sentence in England and Wales since capital punishment was suspended in 1965.[1] There is currently no "first degree" or "second degree" murder definition.

South Africa:  Life imprisonment is mandatory in South Africa for offences of premeditated murder (first degree murder). 
Theory choices on back of sheet.

The theories to choose from are:

1. Basic Insight Theory ___________________________
2.  Merton’s Strain Theory 
a) Ritualism _____________________________

b) Innovation ____________________________

c) Retreatism
____________________________

d) Rebellion 
____________________________
3. Opportunity Theory ________________________________

4. Differential Association Theory ______________________

5. Containment Theory _______________________________

6. Social Bond Theory 
 a)  Attachment ___________________________
b) Commitment _________________________
c) Involvement __________________________
d)  Beliefs _______________________
